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Late Edition 


Today, morning showers, afternoon 
sunshine, windy, colder, high 46 
early, then falling. Tonight, breezy, 
much colder, low 14. Tomorrow, cold, 
high 25. Weather map is on Page B7. 
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Trump Lawyer 
Said to Silence 


A Porn Actress 


Claim of Hush Money 
Before the Election 


By MEGAN TWOHEY 
and JIM RUTENBERG 


A lawyer for President Trump 
orchestrated a $130,000 payment 
to a pornographic-film actress in 
October 2016 to prevent her from 
going public with claims of a con- 
sensual sexual encounter with Mr. 
Trump, The Wall Street Journal 
reported on Friday. 

The reported payment came 
shortly before the presidential 
election and as the actress, Steph- 
anie Clifford, 38, was discussing 
sharing her account with ABC’s 
“Good Morning America” and the 
online magazine Slate, according 
to interviews, notes and text mes- 
sages reviewed by The New York 
Times. 

Jacob Weisberg, editor-in-chief 
of the Slate Group, said on Friday 
that in a series of interviews with 
Ms. Clifford in August and Octo- 
ber 2016, she told him she had an 
affair with Mr. Trump after meet- 
ing him at a 2006 celebrity golf 
tournament. She told him that Mi- 
chael D. Cohen, a lawyer for Mr. 
Trump, had agreed during the 
presidential campaign to pay her 
the $130,000 if she kept the rela- 
tionship secret, Mr. Weisberg said, 
adding that Ms. Clifford had told 
him she was tempted to go public 
because the lawyer was late in 
making the payment and she 
feared he might back out of their 
agreement. 

In a text message exchange 
that Mr. Weisberg provided to The 
Times, he pressed her on details of 
the agreement. 

“Was the Trump lawyer Mi- 
chael Cohen?” he asked. 

“Yep!” responded Ms. Clifford, 
who goes by the stage name 
Stormy Daniels. 

She forwarded to Mr. Weisberg 
a draft amendment to the original 
agreement in which the parties 
were referred to by pseudonyms. 
Mr. Weisberg shared it with The 
Times. 

According to the draft, Ms. Clif- 
ford was referred to as “Peggy Pe- 
terson” and was represented by a 
lawyer named Keith Davidson. On 
the other end of the negotiations 
were other parties referred to as 
“David Dennison” and “David 
Delucia.” Ms. Clifford promised to 
send Mr. Weisberg the original pa- 
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Demand on Iran Deal Tests Diplomatic Corps 


By MARK LANDLER 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump, by demanding on Friday 
that European allies agree to 
rewrite the Iran nuclear deal 
within 120 days or he will kill it, 
set himself a diplomatic chal- 
lenge that would be formidable 

even for an adminis- 

NEWS tration with a deep 
ANALYSIS bench of experi- 

enced negotiators. 

For Mr. Trump, who has filled 
his national security ranks with 
retired military officers and 
allowed his State Department to 
languish, the challenge is even 
more profound. And it is not 
limited to Iran: The North Korea 
crisis has taken a sudden turn 
toward diplomacy, with the unex- 
pected opening of talks between 
the North and the South. 

On both fronts, current and 
former officials say, the Trump 
administration is being forced to 
rethink strategies that had been 
driven largely by military consid- 


erations. Many say the White 
House is ill equipped to deal with 
the prospect of a South Korean 
détente with the North’s Kim 
Jong-un or the recent eruption of 
political unrest in Iran. 

The antigovernment protests 
in Iran have complicated Mr. 
Trump’s calculations about 
whether to rip up the nuclear 
deal negotiated by the Obama 
administration, several officials 
said. While the unrest has made 
the president even more deter- 
mined to punish the Iranian 
leadership, it has also reinforced 
the conviction of European lead- 
ers that the deal should be pre- 
served. 

On Friday, Mr. Trump grudg- 
ingly agreed not to reimpose 
comprehensive sanctions that 
would have broken apart the 
deal. But he gave European allies 
only four months to agree to a 
stricter “follow on” agreement, 
warning that he would pull the 
United States out of it without 
one. 


He also ordered targeted sanc- 
tions against the head of Iran’s 
judiciary, Sadeq Larijani, a pow- 
erful figure whom the adminis- 
tration holds culpable for the 
violent crackdown on the pro- 
tests, as well as against an Irani- 
an cyberwarfare unit that it 
accuses of internet censorship. 

The nuclear deal, Mr. Trump 
said, drove Iranians into the 
streets because the government 
misused the proceeds from the 
lifting of sanctions. “It has 
served as a slush fund for weap- 
ons, terror and oppression, and 
to further line the pockets of 
corrupt regime leaders,” he said 
in a statement. 

But that is precisely why Euro- 
pean leaders argue that keeping 
the deal in place makes even 
more sense now: because it 
keeps a harsh spotlight on Iran’s 
leaders, and their malfeasance, 
rather than allowing the Iranians 
to paint the United States and its 
allies as the villains. 
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He Helped Ex-Players Get Benefits. His Family Is Still Waiting. 


By KEN BELSON 


MOON, Pa. — When the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers begin their march 
to a potential seventh Super Bowl 
championship on Sunday after- 
noon, Garrett Webster will be de- 
livering pizza from his 14-year-old 
Honda Pilot. 

This might surprise fans and his 
customers, but Mr. Webster, the 
33-year-old son of Mike Webster, 
the stalwart center of the Steelers’ 
dynasty of the 1970s, has to make 
ends meet. Playoff game days are 
especially busy. 

Mike Webster, who died in 2002, 
was the first N.FL. player to re- 
ceive a diagnosis of chronic trau- 
matic encephalopathy, or C.T.E., 
the degenerative brain disease 
linked to repeated head hits. His 
central role on those great Steel- 
ers teams, combined with his 
tragic decline, landmark diagno- 
sis and long fight for disability 
benefits, led to hundreds of cases 
filed by retired N.EL. players who 
said the league had hid from them 
the dangers of playing football. 

Yet 15 years after his death, and 
two years after the courts cleared 
the way for a settlement that 
would pay an estimated $1 billion 
to retired players, Webster’s sur- 
vivors continue to struggle finan- 
cially. 

The N.EL. insisted on a provi- 


JEFF SWENSEN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Garrett Webster, 33, and his mother, Pam, the ex-wife of the Hall of Fame center Mike Webster. 


sion in the settlement that could 
prevent players who died before 
2006 from receiving compensa- 
tion, which can be as much as $5 
million. The Websters have filed a 
claim, anyway, in an attempt to 
have his case included. 

“Mike opened up Pandora’s 


box,” Pam Webster, 66, the football 
player’s ex-wife, said of his C.T.E. 
diagnosis, which has become an 
existential crisis for the N.EL. be- 
cause it has led to the barrage of 
lawsuits and to parents rethinking 
their children’s participation in 
football. “There’s no reason Mike 


shouldn’t be included.” 

Webster’s career lasted from 
1974 to 1990, ending just before the 
advent of free agency and the 
massive increase in N.FL. sala- 
ries it sparked. After Webster re- 
tired, his declining health, escalat- 
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The president's crude remarks were especially unfortunate coming on the eighth anniversary of a deadly quake in Haiti. Page A13. 


G.O.P. Senator 
Scolded Trump 
After Vile Talk 


By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 


WASHINGTON — It was just 
after President Trump had fin- 
ished railing in the Oval Office 
against African immigrants he 
said came from “shithole coun- 
tries” when a senior Republican 
senator, Lindsey Graham of South 
Carolina, who was there to negoti- 
ate a deal on immigration, spoke 
up. 

“America is an idea, not a race,” 
Mr. Graham said, according to 
three people familiar with the ex- 
change on Thursday. Diversity 
was a Strength, he said, not a 
weakness. And by the way, the 
senator added, he himself was a 
descendant of immigrants who 
came to the United States from 
“shithole countries with no skills.” 

Mr. Trump’s racially charged 
comments in front of more than 
half a dozen lawmakers, which 
also extended to immigrants from 
Haiti — followed by a day in which 
members of Congress denounced 
the president, defended him or 
stayed silent — now threaten 
what had been an emerging 
agreement to protect undocu- 
mented immigrants brought to 
the United States as children. 

Several people with knowledge 
of the conversation said the presi- 


Continued on Page Al2 


$3.00 


WHITE HOUSE MEMO 


Again, Words 
Stoke Flames 
Of Racial Fire 


Critics See a Pattern of 
Bias From a President 


By PETER BAKER 


WASHINGTON — As he 
signed a proclamation marking 
the holiday next week honoring 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., President Trump on Friday 
recalled the civil rights leader’s 
message that “no matter what 
the color of our skin or the place 
of our birth, we are created equal 
by God.” 

Then came the questions from 
reporters. 

“Mr. President, are you a rac- 
ist?” 

He did not answer and instead 
headed for the door. 

It is a question many were 
asking after the latest charged 
episode in a presidency that has 
played out along the nation’s 
racial fault lines from its begin- 
ning. Mr. Trump’s comment to 
lawmakers that the United States 
should accept more immigrants 
from places like Norway instead 
of from Haiti or “shithole coun- 
tries” in Africa did not sound 
consistent with the notion that all 
people are equal no matter the 
place of their birth or the color of 
their skin. 

If it were a one-time comment, 
an inadvertent insensitivity, it 
would still have stirred a fire- 
storm. But Mr. Trump has said so 
many things on so many occa- 
sions that have rubbed the raw 
edges of race in America that 
they have raised the larger issue. 
A country tainted at its founding 
by slavery and struggling with 
that legacy ever since is now led 
by a chief executive who, inten- 
tionally or not, has fanned, 
rather than doused, the fires that 
divide white, black and brown. 

The president’s approach to 
race has by many accounts dam- 
aged America’s standing in the 
world and complicated his for- 
eign policy. At home, his words 
have at times emboldened what 
was once a political fringe and 
made it more acceptable to ex- 
press thoughts that in recent 
decades had been deemed politi- 
cally offensive. And he has put 
the Republican Party in the 
uncomfortable position of having 
to defend or denounce him as it 
heads into an already tough 
election year. 

“Is the president racist? I 
would say unequivocally yes to 
that,” said George Yancy, a pro- 
fessor at Emory University and 
the author of “On Race: 34 Con- 
versations in a Time of Crisis,” 
published last fall. “Had he said 
one thing one time, we might say 
that was a slip of the tongue or 
it’s an example of unconscious 
racial bias or it was a mistake,” 
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Uber’s $100,000 ‘Bug Bounty’: 


Inside a Secret Fee to a Hacker 


By NICOLE PERLROTH and MIKE ISAAC 


SAN FRANCISCO — “Hello 
Joe,” read the November 2016 
email from someone identifying 
himself as “John Doughs.” “I have 
found a major vulnerability in 
Uber.” 

The email appeared to be no dif- 
ferent from other messages that 
Joe Sullivan, Uber’s chief security 
officer, and his team routinely re- 
ceived through the company’s 
“pug bounty” program, which 
pays hackers for reporting holes 
in the ride-hailing service’s sys- 
tems, according to current and 
former Uber security employees. 

Yet the note and Uber’s eventu- 
al $100,000 payment to the hacker, 
which was initially celebrated in- 
ternally as a rare win in corporate 


security, have since turned into a 
public relations debacle for the 
company. In November, when 
Uber disclosed the 2016 incident 
and how the information of 57 mil- 
lion driver and rider accounts had 
been at risk, the company’s chief 
executive since August, Dara 
Khosrowshahi, called it a “failure” 
that it had not notified people ear- 
lier. Mr. Sullivan and a security 
lawyer, Craig Clark, were fired. 
In the weeks since, Uber’s han- 
dling of the hacking has come un- 
der major scrutiny. Not only did 
Uber pay an outsize amount to the 
hacker, but it also did not disclose 
that it had briefly lost control of so 
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Watchdog of Egyptian Morality 
One lawyer’s lawsuits target those he 
deems offensive, from belly dancers to 
actors. The Saturday Profile. PAGE A6 


Saudi Women Cheer in Stands 


For the first time in Saudi Arabia, wom- 
en were allowed to attend a Premier 
League soccer game in Jidda. PAGE A4 


Pictures of Destruction 


Mudslides that killed at least 17 people 
in California will leave their mark indel- 
ibly on residents, and for a long time on 


the landscape. PAGE A10 
NEW YORK A16-17, 20 
Sharing Roads and Danger 


With more horse-and-buggy traffic than 
ever in rural New York, concerns grow 
over accidents with motorists. PAGE A17 


No New World for Columbus 
After a review of the city’s monuments 
and plaques, a statue of Christopher 
Columbus will stay put. PAGE Al6 
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Who Am I? It’s Complicated 


In “Panorama,” with Perry Yung, above, 
race, gender and ethnicity blur identity, 
Ben Brantley writes. PAGE Cl 


Jake Gyllenhaal on ‘Stronger’ 


The actor may land an Oscar nomina- 
tion for his performance as a bombing 
survivor and ambivalent hero. PAGE Cl 


Facebook's ‘Meaningful’ Move 


The social network faces complex ques- 
tions over its prioritization of “meaning- 
ful” content in the News Feed, including 
whether users want it at all. PAGE Bl 
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Take 2 in Jacksonville 

Let go by the Giants, Tom Coughlin got 
a chance to build another championship 
team with the Jaguars. His return has 


coincided with their revival. PAGE D1 
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Fine Lines 

Coming this weekend, a look at how 
since 1889, General Pencil has con- 
verted huge quantities of raw materials 
into simple pencils in Jersey City. 
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